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THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH is normally called “Congress.” It is made up of two “houses” -- the House of Representatives and the Senate. The job of Congress is to make laws. Both the House of Representatives and the Senate must pass the exact same version of a bill before it is sent to the President. If the President approves the bill it becomes law. If the President does not approve a bill then s/he can “veto” it. This is an example of “checks and balances.”

The House of Representatives:
· 435 members

· Each state is assigned members based upon the state’s population. States with higher populations have more Congressmen.

· The minimum age to be a congressman is 25. A congressman also has to have been a citizen of the United States for seven years and a resident of the state from which they were elected.

· The term of office for a congressman is 2 years

· All revenue bills ($$$) must start in the House of Representatives

The Senate:

· 100 members

· Each state has two senators who are chosen by the people. The 17th Amendment requires that senators be chosen by popular election in each state.
· The minimum age to be a senator is 30. A senator also has to have been a citizen of the United States for nine years and a resident of the state from which they were elected. 

· The term of office for a senator is 6 years

· Senators approve presidential appointments and treaties (form of “checks and balances”)

Representative Democracy:

Since the legislative branch is elected by the people it is an example of representative democracy. Since congressmen are responsible to the people they normally support laws and budgets that appeal to the most number of people. 

Fiscal Policy:

Congress is responsible for fiscal policy. This means taxes and spending. The federal government can “boost” the economy through spending or cutting taxes. 

· If spending increases then jobs are created. If spending is decreased then jobs are lost. 
· If Congress cuts taxes then people have more money to spend – boosting the economy. If taxes are increased then people has less money to spend – hurting the economy.
· If inflation is a problem (money is worth less) then the government needs to slow the economy. They can do this through decreasing spending or increasing taxes.
· If the economy is going into a recession (slowing down) then the government needs to get more money into the economy. They can do this through increasing taxes or decreasing taxes.

· The thing to remember is that to pay for more government spending, Congress needs more money (taxes), so eventually taxes have to be used to pay for government spending.

· If Congress does not have enough money to pay for services then the government can borrow money. The amount the government borrows goes against our public debt and will one day have to be paid back. 

 The Maryland General Assembly:

· The legislative branch in Maryland is known as the Maryland General Assembly. It is made up of the Maryland House of Delegates and the Maryland Senate.

· The General Assembly is responsible for making laws in Maryland. The governor can sign or veto the laws (just like in Congress). This is an example of “checks and balances.”

· Maryland is required to have a balanced budget. If revenue (money from taxes and fees) decreases than Maryland has to cut services. 
The Census:
Every 10 years a federal census is taken. The purpose of the census is to make an accurate count of the population. Once the population is counted the seats in the House of Representatives is reapportioned. This means that states may gain or lose seats in Congress based upon population. States that redraw congressional district lines (redistricting) illegally to either gain an unfair advantage or to keep one racial or ethnic group from having fair representation is called gerrymandering. 
Any area that has an increase in population will need to increase local and state budgets for public services. This includes new/improved roads, more police and firemen, and more schools and recreation centers. If the census shows that the population is getting younger, then new schools are needed. 

The census shows us that the population of the United States is getting older. This mostly affects the federal spending on Social Security and Medicare. These are two programs used to help the elderly supplement their income (Social Security) and receive medical care (Medicare). The expense of Social Security keeps increasing because when the system was designed the life expectancy rate of the average American was shorter. 

Influencing the Legislative Branches:
Just the Facts: 
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