UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT (A&B)
Ms. Pugh; F206
spugh@aacps.org
www.mspugh.net (copies of handouts)
Course Overview

In this one semester course we will complete one year of government. Most students will meet everyday during 3rd period (a few students due to scheduling conflicts will meet with another government teacher every other day). This class will provide students with the opportunities to explore the need for and benefits of establishing a government, the principles of our Constitution, branches of government, foreign policy, domestic policy, and economic policy. The course is designed to help ensure student success on the Government HSA. The U.S. Government HSA will be administered on May 19, 2008. This is a GRADUATION REQUIREMENT in the state of Maryland. 
Instructional Philosophy

Students will be actively engaged and challenged by utilizing the following strategies: class discussion, open-ended problem solving, hands-on activities, project based learning, computer-assisted research, and cooperative learning.  These strategies will help focus the students to focus on the concepts of American Government, as well as deepen their understanding of the civics and history content necessary to achieve a proficient or advanced score on the HSA.

Course Content & Standards:
	UNIT
	STANDARDS:  Students Will…

	Introduction to U.S. Government
	· Evaluate how popular sovereignty, consent of the governed, and federalism assist or impede the functioning of government.

· Analyze advantages and disadvantages of various types of government (including democratic and authoritarian).

· Evaluate how governments affect the   answers to the basic economic questions of what to produce, how to produce, and for whom to produce (focusing on traditional, market, command and mixed economies).

	The Constitution


	· Demonstrate an understanding of the historical development and current status of principles, institutions, and processes of political systems.

· Demonstrate an understanding of history, diversity, and commonality of the peoples of the nation and world, the reality of human inter-dependence, and the need for global cooperation, through a perspective that is both historical and multicultural.

	The Legislative Branch


	· Evaluate demographic factors related to political participation, public policy, and government policies. 

· Utilize the principles of economic costs and benefits and opportunity cost to analyze the effectiveness of government policy in achieving socio-economic goals.

	The Executive Branch
	· Examine regulatory agencies and their social, economic, and political impact on the country, a region, or on/within a state.

· Evaluate how the principles of government assist or impede the functioning of government.

· Explain roles and analyze strategies individuals or groups may use to initiate change in governmental policy and institutions.

· Evaluate demographic factors related to political participation, public policy and government policies.

	US Foreign Policy


	· Analyze economic, political, social issues and their affect on foreign policies of the United States.

· Evaluate the effectiveness of international alliances and organization from the perspective of the United States.


	US Domestic Public Issues
	· Evaluate roles and policies the government has assumed regarding public issues.

· Explain roles and analyze strategies individuals or groups may use to initiate change in  government policy and institutions.

· Evaluate demographic factors related to political participation, public policy and government policies.

· Evaluate the role of government in addressing land use and other environmental issues.

· Analyze legislation designed to protect the rights of individuals and groups and to promote equity in American society.

· Evaluate the effectiveness of current monetary and fiscal policy on promoting full employment, price stability, and economic performance.

	The Judicial Branch



	· Evaluate how the principles of government assist or impede the national functioning of government.

· Evaluate the principle of due process.

· Analyze the impact of landmark Supreme Court decisions on governmental powers, rights, and responsibilities of citizens in our changing society.

· Create a flipbook analyzing the background, decision, and precedent of eight landmark Supreme Court decisions (Semester Research Proejct)

· Analyze elements, proceedings, and decisions related to criminal law and civil law.

	HSA Review:


	· Review and assess all attained knowledge from the following prior units:  Introduction to Government, Constitutional History, the Legislative Branch, the Executive Branch, Foreign Policy, Domestic Policy, and the Judicial Branch.

· Assess themselves and others on content knowledge through BCR, ECR, SR, political cartoon, graph, headline and quote interpretation.


Required Materials:
Students are expected to provide their own materials for class. Students are required to have:

· Notebook with dividers
· Spiral Notebook
· Notebook paper that is replenished on a regular basis

· Blue or black ink pens

· #2 pencils

Evaluation

The student’s total grade is based on earning points and percentages.  Formal assessments will be given at the end of every unit.  The overall grade will be made up of the following percentage breakdown:
	Tests
	Quizzes
	Projects
	Homework
	Classwork
	Student Work Habit 

	40%
	10%
	15%
	15%
	10%
	10 %


Assessment Descriptions:

1. Exams – there will be one exam per unit of study. Each exam is modeled after the HSA and will include selected response, BCR, and ECR sections. Exams are used to assess where students are in meeting the HSA standards for content. Exams will cover material from lectures, classroom discussions, and readings. These questions are challenging and require students to apply critical thinking skills rather than simply to recall facts. Essays are graded with the Maryland BCR/ECR Rubrics. Successful performance on the exams will demonstrate mastery of course standards.

2. Quizzes – there will be quizzes over class notes, required reading, and vocabulary. There will be at least one quiz per week. Quizzes will be used to monitor the progress of students in meeting the standards of the course. 

3. Class work and Homework – there will be weekly assignments that will help students internalize material presented in class and in a variety of readings. Some assignments will require students to use graphic organizers to organize and sort information from class notes and readings. Specific assignments will relate to maps, graphs, and charts and will require students to use mathematical and other analytical skills to interpret historical data. Other assignments will require students to synthesize material through formal written responses. There will be critical reading and writing assignments daily.

4. Work Habits – work habits will be assessed by the student’s ability to participate in class discussion and other activities, remain on task, and meet the standards as established by the Board Policy and Campus Policy.

OVERVIEW OF PERFORMANCE: 
	A (90 – 100%)
	Student exceeded expectations and mastered all basic governmental content and skills. Student demonstrated strong study habits by normally earning As on exams, quizzes, and written work. Student demonstrated historical knowledge through class discussions and activities. Student ensured that all work was turned in on time and followed the grading rubrics that were distributed with major assignments. Student ensured that work missed during absences was quickly completed and submitted.  Student averaged over 90% on exams, assessments and quizzes.

	B (80 – 89%)
	Student met expectations and mastered all basic governmental content and skills. Students demonstrated strong study habits by normally earning Bs on exams, quizzes, and other written work. Student demonstrated historical knowledge through some class discussion and activities. Student ensured that almost all work was turned in on time and followed most of the grading rubrics that were distributed with major assignments. Student ensured that work missed during absences was completed and submitted. Students averaged 80-89% on exams, assessments, and quizzes.

	C (70-79%)
	Student met the majority of expectations concerning governmental content and skills. Student might not have fulfilled requirements for the Proficiency Policy or might not have completed missing work from absences. Student averaged scores in the 70s on exams, quizzes, and other written work.

	D (60 – 69%)
	Student met less than half of the expectations concerning governmental content and skills. Students might not have fulfilled requirements for the Proficiency Policy or might not have completed missing work from absences. Student averaged scores in the 60s on exams, quizzes, and other written assignments.

	E (below 60)
	Student failed to meet course standards. Student failed to fulfill requirements for the Proficiency Policy. Exams, quizzes, and other assignments averaged less than 60%. 


Proficiency Policy:

Exams, quizzes, and other assignments are carefully created to help ensure that students can demonstrate mastery of the course standards. When a student fails to demonstrate mastery of the course standards or summative assessments, students will have additional opportunities to meet standards. This policy does not apply to all assignments, only those which are used to demonstrate mastery of standards. In addition, this does not apply to missing or late work. This only applies to assignments and assessments that were submitted on time. 

In the case where the teacher determines that an assignment or assessment does not demonstrate mastery of a standard, then the teacher will assign the student to Wildcat Hour Tutoring where the student will either complete the assignment during the time allotted or the student will participate in tutoring and then have another opportunity to demonstrate mastery of course standards. Students who fail to attend the tutoring session will not be given another opportunity for the specific assignment.
Late Work:

Students are expected to complete assignments on time – this is a part of Wildcat Pride. Students who have two missing homework assignments per quarter will be assigned to Wildcat Hour tutoring where he/she will be required to complete homework. 
Make Up Tests, etc.

It is up to the individual student to obtain and complete makeup work. Students are expected to get copies of class notes from a friend. Some assignments are located online by accessing www.mspugh.net. 

If you are absent on the day of a test or quiz, you will take “Version B” of the exam or quiz on Thursday during 2nd Lunch (Media Center). Failure to come in for a makeup will result in a 0. Students who return to school on a Thursday will have until the following Thursday to complete the make up assessment. 
If you are absent on the day an assignment is due, you must turn in the assignment on the day you return. If you miss a class work assignment, then you must obtain a copy of the assignment when you return. 

Student Progress:

Students are encouraged to keep track of their progress in this course. The teacher will provide printed copies of progress reports at least once each three weeks. In addition, parents who return the permission slip for email progress reports can receive them at a more frequent rate. 

Attendance Policy:

It is extremely important that students attend school on a regular basis so that they can keep up with their assignments. It should also be noted that school policy dictates that if a student has three unexcused absences from a class he/she will earn a failing grade for that subject during the quarter (also known as a nine week period of time).  

Additional Help:
Ms. Pugh has set aside Tuesdays and Wednesdays during 2nd Lunch for Government tutoring and help. Students should report directly to the Media Center for tutoring. Students who need help, but do not voluntarily report to tutoring will be assigned mandatory tutoring. 

Plagiarism Policy:

The Board of Education academic integrity policy defines plagiarism as, “deliberately presenting the ideas or works or statements of another as one’s own, without acknowledgement of the source.” The Board also notes that plagiarism “includes downloading, copying, and/or buying work and submitting it as the student’s own work.”  This policy means that “cut and paste” computer operations and copying material from a website are not permissible. Except for short quotations from cited sources, students must write everything in his/her own words. Students turning in work which is a violation of this policy will be referred to their administrator for appropriate disciplinary action and lose credit for the assignments.  This policy will be fully enforced at all times.  Even students who normally are “good kids” or “work hard” will be punished for this infringement.  The policy was written for all Anne Arundel County students and will be consistently enforced.

(DETACH THIS PAGE AND RETURN TO TEACHER)

Please read the following:

· I have read and understand the requirements for this class, including the grading policy. 
· I also understand the plagiarism policy.   It is clear that the plagiarism policy will be vigorously enforced even though my child may normally be an exceptional student or exhibit exemplary character on most occasions. 
· It is also apparent that late homework will not be accepted.
· I understand that my student should make use of Wildcat Hour to complete make-up work and receive tutoring. 
· I also understand that if my student has three or more unexcused absences per quarter than his/her report card grade will reflect the letter “E” regardless of his/her grade in the last. I understand that this is Board policy and the teacher is required to follow it. 
Student Name (Last, First): ________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name: (Last, First)  _______________________________________

Relationship to Student: __________________________________________________

Address:                                          

Phone Contacts:

Street: __________________________            
Home Phone: ___________________

Town: __________________________       
Work Phone: ___________________

Zip Code:  _______________________              Cell Phone: ____________________

Parent’s Email (please PRINT VERY CLEARLY): ______________________________________________

Student’s Email (please PRINT VERY CLEARLY): _____________________________________________

Please read, select your choice, and sign the following:

____ I grant my child’s Government teacher permission to email my child’s grades to me and my child. I understand that email is not a secure system and others could access email accounts and view my child’s grades. 

____ I do not grant permission to email my child’s grades.

______________________________
___________________________

Parent Signature

Date

______________________________
___________________________

Student Signature

Date 

Optional Information:
If there is anything critical that you feel that I should know about your student in or out of school?

Are there any particular strengths or weaknesses that you feel your student will demonstrate in this class?

