Ancient & Classical Civilizations - 5,000 BCE (BC) – 500 CE (AD)
	Description of Eras:
	These eras are characterized by the growth and advancement of civilizations that include organized government, divisions of labor, writing systems, complex religions, economic systems, and art and architecture that was found in Asia, Africa, Latin America, and Europe.

	Traditional/Western Areas of Focus:
	Suggested Areas to Consider to Explore:

	· Egypt and Mesopotamia technology and developments

· Cultural Contributions of Greece and Rome
· Development of Christianity
	· Indus Valley technology
· Mesoamerican Monuments
· Cultural Contributions of the Han
· Development of Hinduism, Buddhism, & Confucianism

	Opportunities for Comparisons:
	Point of View Possibilities:

	· Empires – Rome & Han
· Gender Roles
· Religions and Belief Systems
· Legal Systems – Hammurabi’s Code, 10 Commandments, and the Twelve Tables
	· Views of Conquered Peoples

	Activities and Materials on Disc:
	Other Activities & Materials to Explore:

	· Background and Contributions Handouts – Mesopotamia, Polynesians, and Egyptians

· Ancient Civilizations Jigsaw – students work in groups to work through the PERSIA aspects of a specific civilization; students then join new groups to teach others about civilizations 

· Women in Classical Civilizations Gallery Walk – students work in groups examining documents dealing with gender to make conclusions about the roles of women  

· Belief Systems Policy Statements – students will address a variety of issues through the perspective of a specific religion
· Chinese Belief Systems Quotations 
· World Snapshot Maps
	· PowerPoint on Buddhism
· Background Information about religious diversity in the Middle East (The Heirs of Abraham 1993)
· EDSITEment lesson on Angkor Wat
· Religion PowerPoint Map

	Other Ideas from Session:




The Middle Ages 500 – 1500 

	Description of Era:
	This era is marked by the fall of Rome (476 A.D.) in Europe, the growth of

civilizations in the Islamic world, feudal societies in Europe, South Asia, East Asia (including Mongols) and the growth of civilizations such as the Maya, Olmec, Aztec and Incas in the Americas and the emergence of the Sudanic Empires of Mali, Ghana, and Songhay in Africa. This era also includes the growth of international trading networks. 

	
	

	Traditional/Western Areas of Focus:
	Suggested Areas to Consider to Explore:

	· Fall of Roman Empire 
· Growth of Byzantine Empire
· European Feudalism
· Crusades
· Black Death and Economic Challenges
	· Trade and Cultural Diffusion
· Fall of Han Empire and Chinese recovery
· Growth of Aztec and Inca Empires
· Japanese Feudalism
· Achievements and Growth of the Islamic Empires
· Silk Roads, Indian Ocean Trade Routes, and Trans-Saharan Trade

	Opportunities for Comparisons:
	Point of View Possibilities:

	· European and Asian Feudal Systems
· Responses to invasions (Vikings vs. Mongols)
· Peasants/serfs in Europe and Asia
· Cities such as Timbuktu, Khanbaliq (modern day Beijing), and Constantinople
	· Aztec conquests

· Crusades through Arab Eyes
· Reactions to Mansa Musa and Ibn Battuta

	Activities and Materials on Disc:
	Other Activities & Materials to Explore:

	· Background and Contribution Handouts – Mongol Empire, the Muslim World, Tang Dynasty, Song Dynasty, Mamluks, and Bantus

· Interactive Notebook Processing for Islamic Empires – student assignment where students process notes on the Islamic Empires

· Trade Routes Maps
· China PowerPoint
· Point of View Activity – students will read an Arab account of the Crusaders to examine point of view 
· Tour T-Shirt Projects – students work in groups to create a “tour t-shirt” and journal entries based upon being “on the road” with one of the major migrating and/or conquering groups; students choose from the following: Bantus, Huns, Polynesians, Mongols, Ottomans, Vikings, or Arabs. 
· Aztec Calendar Creation 

· Asian Empires Significant Location Activity
· World Snapshot Maps
	· Mongol Webpage from Columbia University’s Asian Topics in World History
· Song Dynasty Webpage
· Indian Ocean Trade Activities
· Ottoman Empire Background for Lessons
· Comparison Readings and Lessons for Japanese and European Feudalism
· Empires Map PPT


	Other Ideas from Session:




The Early Modern Era 1500 – 1750

	Description of Era:
	Traditionally this era is dominated by European events such as the Renaissance, Reformation, Exploration, Colonization, Absolutism, the Scientific Revolution, and the Enlightenment. Other important aspects of this era include the conquests led by the Ottomans and the Mughals and the closing of Tokugawa Japan to most foreigners. 

	
	

	Traditional/Western Areas of Focus:
	Suggested Areas to Consider to Explore:

	· European Renaissance and Reformation
· European Exploration and Colonization
· European Scientific Revolution
· Aztecs and Incas right before conquest
· Atlantic Slave Trade
	· Gunpowder Empires that would include Spain, Portugal, Russia, the Ottomans, and the Mughals
· African Kingdoms including Benin and Ashanti
· Slavery as an international institution, including the impact of slavery on Africa

	Opportunities for Comparisons:
	Point of View Possibilities:

	· Slavery throughout history
· Concept of monarchy in Europe and Tokugawa Japan
· Scientific and intellectual achievements throughout history
· European and Chinese Exploration
	· Differing viewpoints on Columbus
· African perceptions of Atlantic Slave Trade 

	Activities and Materials on Disc:
	Other Activities & Materials to Explore:

	· Background Handout on Ashanti

· African Kingdoms Museum – students will work to create museum exhibits that highlight major African Kingdoms

· World Empires Map Study – students will create maps of major world empires and make conclusions regarding empires

· Scientific Discoveries Timeline – students will work to create a classroom wall timeline that highlight scientific discoveries and contributions and then examine the timeline to draw conclusions

· Viewing Guide Questions for the History Channel’s Video The Mughals 
· Asian Rulers March Madness Activity
· World Snapshot Maps
	· National Geographic Feature on Zheng He (Chinese Armada) 

· Lessons on the History of Chocolate
· Africa Enslaved: A Curriculum Unit on Comparative Slave Systems


	Other Ideas from Session:




Age of Revolutions 1750 – 1900

	Description of Era:
	This era includes the political revolutions found in the Americas and Europe and the industrial revolutions. European imperialism and the rise of nationalism and other revolutionary thoughts dominate this era.

	
	

	Traditional/Western Areas of Focus:
	Suggested Areas to Consider to Explore:

	· American and French Revolutions
· European and American Industrial Revolutions
· Western Imperialism 
· Nationalism in the Austrian Empire (as a lead into World War I)
· Liberalism and Conservatism  
	· Atlantic Revolutions to include American, French, Haitian, and Latin American
· Japanese Industrial Revolution
· Nationalism in China, Japan, Egypt, and India

	Opportunities for Comparisons:
	Point of View Possibilities:

	· Industrial Revolutions
· Political Revolutions
· Role of Women
	· Responses to the White Man’s Burden
· Results of Latin American revolutions



	Activities and Materials on Disc:
	Other Activities & Materials to Explore:

	· Japanese Industrial Revolution PowerPoint – PowerPoint is provided

· Revolutions Jigsaw -- students are divided by revolution  and work in groups to work through the aspects of a specific revolution; students then join new groups to teach others about their revolution 

· History through Art PowerPoint – PowerPoint that focuses on the various influences of the west and east on various art 

· Responses to Foreign Influence Posters – students work to create posters that advertise their areas attitude towards foreigners
· Simon Bolivar Reading and Questions
· World Snapshot Maps
	· Science & Technology in a Global Perspective (World History for us All)

· Imperialism Webquest

	Other Ideas from Session:




The 20th Century and Beyond
	Description of Era:
	This era includes major world conflicts, such as World War I and World War II, and the effects of these conflicts. Decolonization, proxy wars, and technological advances combined with changes in the roles of women and non-western peoples made the 20th century one of excitement and uncertainty. 

	Traditional/Western Areas of Focus:
	Suggested Areas to Consider to Explore:

	· World War I & the Russian Revolution
· The Great Depression and the Rise of European dictators
· World War II and the Holocaust
· The Cold War
· Fall of Communism
	· The Effects of the World Wars and the Great Depression on Africa, Asia, and Latin America
· Political vs. Actual decolonization in Africa, Asia (including Middle East), and Latin America
· Proxy Wars 
· Genocide in Armenia, Cambodia, and Rwanda
· Chinese Revolution 

	Opportunities for Comparisons:
	Point of View Possibilities:

	· Pan-Arabism and Pan-Africanism
· Communist Revolutions
· Decolonization
· Changing Roles of Women
	· Different views of the Iranian Revolution
· Latin American views of the Cold War

	Activities and Materials on Disc:
	Other Activities & Materials to Explore:

	· PowerPoint – World Wars and the Great Depression as World Events
· Regional Top-Ten List – students work in groups to create a list of the ten most influential people of the 20th century from the perspective on a particular region

· Genocide Gallery 

· Latin America Demographics Maps – students create demographic maps of Latin America in order to examine standards of living 
· Latin American Independence Chart and Questions
· Cold War Timeline

· World Snapshot Maps
	· Partition of India Activity
· The Great Depression (World History for Us All lesson plan that examines the Great Depression as a global experience)

	Other Ideas from Session:




