Compare and Contrast Essay Rubric

	BASIC CORE
Historical skills and knowledge required to show competence

Points
	EXPANDED CORE
Historical skills and knowledge required to show excellence

Points

	_____ 1.  Has acceptable thesis paragraph that addresses all parts of the question and includes the categories that will be included and special notes concerning similarities and differences.
_____ 2.  Essay addresses all parts of the question.

_____ 3.  Essay has at least three direct comparisons/similarities and three direct contrasts/differences.
_____ 4.  Essay includes a discussion of at least two comparisons and two contrasts.
_____ 5. Essay analyzes (tells why) at least one reason for similarities and one reason for differences. 

_____ 6. Essay includes a concise historical background in which to understand the similarities or differences.

_____ 7. Includes a conclusion that restates the thesis in a slightly different way.       
	The basic core score of 7 must be earned before an essay may earn expanded core points.
Essay may earn a maximum of two expanded core points.

_____ Essay has a clear, analytical, and comprehensive thesis paragraph.

_____ Essay provides substantial (more than five) pieces of historical evidence to substantiate each category in the thesis.

_____ Essay relates comparisons to larger European context.

_____ Essay makes more than three direct comparisons or similarities. 

_____ Essay consistently analyzes the causes and effects of relevant similarities and differences. 

	Subtotal                                                      7
	Subtotal                                                      2


Total Score
____
