World Religions/Belief Systems Press Conference
Overview:
Students work in groups to study the tenets of seven of the world’s religions/belief systems. After studying the basics of each system students will then create policy statements over three major current event issues. Then one student from each group takes the role of a representative from the systems and all representatives meet together to compromise on joint policy statements. This activity normally takes 2 - 50 minute classes to complete. Allow one additional day if you want students to do independent research on religion.
Materials:
1. Copies of Religion Chart

2. Copies of Issue Sheets

3. 3 copies of the Policy Statements for each student

4. 3 copies of the Joint Policy Statements for each student
Directions:
1. As a class, brainstorm three important current event issues that need “solutions.” 

2. Explain to students that they will have a chance to “solve” these problems, but they have to search for solutions through the lens of the world’s major belief systems.

3. Divide students into seven groups – one group for each of the following religions (you may adjust the number of religions as needed to deal with size of class):

· Hinduism

· Judaism

· Christianity

· Confucianism

· Daoism

· Buddhism

· Islam

4. Have students refer to the attached religion/belief system chart to identify major aspects of their assigned religion/belief system. 
5. Students will then discuss in groups “solutions” to the current event issues and create “policy statements” for each issue. The policy statements should conform to the basic beliefs or their religion/belief system.
6. Have students form second groups where one representative from each group creates a new group. In these new groups students should discuss policy statements and then create joint statements that will find a compromise among all the systems.

7. Students should return to their original groups and share their joint policy statements.
Name of Religion/Belief System ________________________________________________




Joint Policy Statement Concerning   _______________________________

Write a policy statement for each issue. Justify your policy statement with references to specific beliefs from all religions/belief systems. 


Policy Statement Concerning ____________________________________
Write a policy statement for each issue. Justify your policy statement with references to specific beliefs. 


Issue #1 & Possible Solutions:  





How is this solution supported by this belief system? Be specific.








Issue #2 & Possible Solutions:





How is this solution supported by this belief system? Be specific.








Issue #3 & Possible Solutions:





How is this solution supported by this belief system? Be specific.
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