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Warm-Up

You have five minutes to review for your quiz. 

Notes:
Review what we know about the Legislative Branch.
	
	House of Representatives
	Senate

	Membership
	___________ members based upon population; Census every 10 years to redistrict
	__________ members; 2 per state

	Age Requirement
	________
	________

	Term
	_______ Years
	_______ Years

	Special Responsibilities
	____________ Bills must start in House; Impeachment

	Approval of Presidential Appointments and ___________; Serves as the Jury for Impeachments

	Leadership
	____________________ (elected by the members of the House)
	Vice President of the US (officially) but the _____________________ normally runs things

	Items of Note
	
	Senators can “filibuster” a bill they do not like, this means to talk about it nonstop and not let it come up for a vote; 3/5 vote of the senators can stop a filibuster


Committees: 

Most work in Congress is done through committees. There are different types of committees:

1. ____________ Committees – always meet; Finance Committee always meets about the budget; Education Committee always meets about education, etc.

2. Sub-Committees – A smaller group of a committee; 5 people in the group who work on specific items for the standing committee

3. ____________ Committees – temporary committee to study an issue; ex. Select Committee on Global Warming

4. ____________ Committees – members from both the House and the Senate meet to work on an issue

5. ________________ Committee – members from both the House and the Senate meet to settle disputes in a bill

· Membership on committees is based upon ______________ (how long someone has been in Congress). 

· Congressmen who have been in Congress the longest get the committees that they want. 

· Congressmen want committees that have to do with where they are from. 

· For example a Congressman from a farming area would want to be on the _____________________ Committee while a Congressman from an area with military bases would like to be on the _______________________ Committee. 
Legislative Powers:

1. ___________________ Powers are powers that the Constitution says that Congress has (to coin money, to issue copyrights, to make laws, regulate interstate commerce, etc.)

2. ___________________ Powers fall under the “necessary and proper” clause. This says that Congress can make any laws that are necessary and proper – big area.

3. ___________________ Policy – Congress is responsible for taxes and spending through appropriations bills

4. Congress has to ___________________. This was last done in World War II; Congress has “authorized” the President to send troops into combat on several occasions, most recently Iraq. If the President wants to send troops into battle for more than 60 days, he must notify Congress. This is the War Powers Act. 

5. ___________________ Powers – Congress can investigate issues of public concern, like steroids in baseball. 

Checks and Balances:

· The President can “check” the power of Congress by ______________ a bill.

· Congress can “check” the power of the President through over-riding a veto and by approving/rejecting Presidential ____________________. 

· The Senate has to approval _____________________ nominees. This is seen as a “check” on the Supreme Court and on the President (he nominates justices).

Influencing Congress:
Voters can influence Congress by: 

1. Attending “town hall meetings” and expressing their opinions

2. Writing letters to Congress

3. Making phone calls to Congress

4. Answering surveys and polls

5. Being active in political parties or interest groups

Interest Groups are groups of people who want to encourage Congressmen to support certain issues. Interest groups include the National Rifle Association, the National Education Association, and the Sierra Club. Interest groups hire lobbyists who visit congressmen and try to get them to vote a certain way on a bill. 

Constituents’ Work:
The Staff for Congressmen spend most of the day doing constituent work. This deals with being the middle man between an average person and the government. The most common requests deal with Social Security or other agencies who have “lost” something. 

How a Bill Becomes a Law:
Watch the video clip and takes notes. 
Complete the Graphic Organizer with a Partner.

How a Bill Becomes a Law activity. 

Homework:

Study these notes.  
