March 19, 2008

Warm-Up:
To be elected as president, a candidate has to receive 270 Electoral Votes. Each state has the same number of Electors as it does Congressmen (House of Representatives plus Senators). View the map below and answer the questions.
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1. Which state has the most number of Electoral Votes?

2. How many electoral votes does Maryland have? 

3. Which states only have three? What does this tell you about the population of these states?

4. If you were running for president, which FIVE states should you focus on winning? Why?

Getting Started:
Play the Electoral College Game…

1. Choose to be an advisor to either the Democrat candidate for president or the Republican candidate for president.

2. Look at the traditional states for each party. You can count on winning these states. Count up how many electoral votes you already have and decide on which states you think you should focus on winning for your party.

3. If you are working for the Republicans, color your “map” red (the states you need to win to get to 270). If you are working for the Democrats, color your “map” blue (the states you need to win to get to 270).

4. Do not just choose every state. You will have to spend money to win these states. Choose the states with the “biggest bang for your buck”). 

5. What do you think your party will have to do to win these states? How will you get people to vote for your candidate? 

	Traditional Democrat States (most likely will vote for Democrat candidate)
	Traditional Republican States (most likely will vote for the Republican candidate)

	Illinois
	Idaho

	Maryland
	Montana

	New York
	North Dakota

	Vermont
	South Dakota

	Massachusetts
	Wyoming

	Connecticut 
	Nebraska

	Rhode Island 
	Utah

	Washington
	Kansas

	Oregon
	Oklahoma

	California
	Arizona

	Minnesota
	Alaska

	Michigan
	Texas

	Maine
	Louisiana 

	Delaware
	Mississippi

	Washington DC
	Alabama

	Hawaii
	Georgia

	
	South Carolina

	
	North Carolina

	
	Kentucky

	
	Indiana

	
	West Virginia 


Notes:
Hats of the President – 

1. ______________________________

2. ______________________________

3. ______________________________

4. ______________________________

5. ______________________________

6. ______________________________

Individual:
Use the “hats” above to identify what each headline means.

1.
Bush Enforces the Patriot Act


___________________________

2.
Bush Vetoes Law



___________________________

3.
Bush to Meet EU, NATO Leaders

___________________________

4.
Bush Gives Support to Republicans

___________________________

5.
Bush Suggests Increasing Taxes

___________________________

6.
Bush Deploys More Troops to Iraq

___________________________

Notes:

Complete the Executive Chart

Homework:

Make-Up Work & Test Review 
