Social Contract Theory

Influences on the United States Government – Who and what in history influenced the creation of our government?

· Our Government is based upon the Social Contract Theory. Many people influenced our government. The main person we need to know is John Locke.

· John Locke wrote that the purpose of government is to protect our natural rights.

· Natural Rights include:

· Life – the government is supposed to protect our lives

· Liberty – the government is supposed to protect our freedom

· Property – the government is supposed to protect our property

Think!

Fill in the chart concerning ways that our state and federal government protects our natural rights.

	Right
	State Protection
	Federal Protection

	Life
	
	

	Liberty
	
	

	Property
	
	


Do you think that these are good things for a government to do? Why or why not?

Notes:
Locke said that people make a social contract with the government – protect our rights, and we will follow the rules. This is also called the consent of the governed. We are the governed.  

Classwork:

With a partner, pair-read (take turns reading aloud to each other) the article and then complete the diagram. You have 20 minutes to do this. 

Homework:

Terms you will be learning about:

Autocracy:

Oligarchy:

Democracy:

Read pages 18 – 24 in your text and complete the Guided Reading Handout. 

