Major Religious Figures

	Name(s)
Birth
Vocation(s)
Church
Works
Overview
John Wycliffe; John Wyclif 

1330 
Yorkshire, England 

professor, theologian, philosopher at Oxford 

Catholic (pre-Reformation) 

On the Church; On the Truth of Sacred Scripture 
Translated Bible into English; rejected many Catholic practices; sent out preachers called Lollards. Posthumously declared heretic .

Jan Hus

1373 
Husinec, Czech Republic 

priest, professor of philosophy at Prague 

Catholic (pre-Reformation) 

  

Influenced by Wyclif. Emphasized right living over sacraments. Opposed veneration of images and indulgences. Became national hero. 

Desiderius Erasmus; Erasmus of Rotterdam; 

1469
Rotterdam, Netherlands 

humanist scholar 

Catholic

Praise of Folly; Handbook of the Christian Soldier; Complaint of Peace; On Free Will 
Moderate reformer; witty satirist; translated Latin Bible into Greek.  Laid the Egg that Luther Hatched.

Martin Luther; Martin Luder

1483
Eisleben, Germany 

professor, priest

Lutheran

95 Theses; Freedom of a Christian; Bondage of the Will; Smaller and Larger Catechisms
Sparked the Reformation by protesting against indulgences. Taught justification by faith alone, authority of scripture alone. Married former nun.  Believed the state was superior to the church.  Condemned Peasants Revolt.  Only baptism and communion/Eucharist are true sacraments.   Eucharist – the presence of God
Ulrich Zwingli

1484
Wildhaus, Switzerland 

priest, military chaplain, Minster 
Reformed

On True and False Religion; 67 Conclusions; The Clarity and Certainty of the Word of God 
Introduced reformation ideas to Zurich and throughout Switzerland. Said nothing should be believed or practiced that is not in the Bible. Argued with Luther over the Eucharist. Persecuted Anabaptists.  Denied ALL sacraments as necessary for salvation – only belief.  

Thomas Cromwell 

1485 

Member of Parliament, vicar-general

Anglican

none

Supervised dissolution of monasteries. Attempted marriage alliance between Henry VIII and German Lutherans. 

Thomas Cranmer
1489
Nottinghamshire, England 

Archbishop of Canterbury
Anglican

first and second Book of Common Prayer; Thirty-Nine Articles
Played large role in English Reformation. Involved in Henry VIII's divorce; was burned at the stake under Queen Mary.  Eucharist – real presence
Philip Melanchthon

1497

professor of Greek at Wittenberg

Lutheran

Loci Communes 
Luther's colleague at Wittenburg. Attempted reconciliation with Reformed and Catholics. Systematized Luther's theology.  Known for education reform. 

John Calvin; Jean Cauvin

1509 
Noyon, 
France

professor, minister 

Reformed

Institutes of the Christian Religion
Led Geneva; developed doctrine of sovereignty of God; predestination; believed the church is the state; killed heretics.  Eucharist – symbolic only
John Knox 

1514
Haddington, Scotland 

priest, notary, private tutor, preacher 

Reformed

The First Blast of the Trumpet Against the Monstrous Regiment of Women; History of the Reformation of Religion in Scotland 
Went to Geneva in 1553, influenced by Calvin. Returned to Scotland in 1559 and led Scottish Reformation.

John Wesley

1703
Epworth, Lincolnshire, England

Anglican minister, founder of Methodism 

Anglican, Methodist 

A Plain Account of Christian Perfection; Advice to a People Called Methodist 
Founded Methodism; adopted Arminian doctrine of free will; emphasized sanctification.  Eucharist – spiritual (had a meeting two years ago to discuss)



